reduce sharply : CUT A~ vi: to lash out, cut, or thrash about with or as

if with an edged blade — slash-er n

lash n (1576% 1: the act of slashing; also : a long cut or stroke made

by or as if by slashing 2 : an ornamental slit in 2 garment 3 a: an

open tract in a forest strewn with debris (as from logging) b : the

debris in such a tract 4 : DIAGONAL 3 — called also slash mark

3lash n [prob. alter. of glash (marshy pool)] (1652) : a low swampy area

often overgrown with brush

slash-and-burn adj (1939) : characterized or developed by girdling,

felling, and burning trees to make land arable usu. for a temporary

purpose

islasheing \'slash-ig\ n (1596) 1: the act or process of slashing 2: an

isnsert or lgyer of contrasting color revealed by a slash (as in a garment)
: SLASH

%lashing adj (1735) 1: incisively satiric or critical 2 : DRIVING, PELT-

ING 3: VIVID, BRILLIANT — slasheingely \-in-1€\ adv

slash pine n [3slash] (1882) : a southern pine (Pinus elliottii) that is an

imﬁortant source of turpentine and lumber

slash pocket n (1942) : a pocket suspended on the wrong side of a gar-

ment from a finished slit on the right side that serves as its opening

islat \'slat\ vt slat.ted; slat.ting [prob. of Scand origin; akin to ON sletta

to slap, throw] (13c) 1: to hurl or throw smartly 2: STRIKE, PUMMEL

ilat n [ME, slate, fr. MF esclat splinter, fr. OF, fr. esclater to burst,

splinter] (1764) 1 : a thin narrow flat strip esp. of wood or metal: as
a: LATH b: LOUVER c¢: STAVE d: one of the thin flat members in the

back of a ladder-back chair 2 pl, slang : RiBs— slat adj

sslat vt slat-ted; slat-ting (1886) : to make or equip with slats

islate \'slat\ n [ME, fr. MF esclat s]{)linter] 15c) 1 : a piece of con-

struction material (as laminated rock) prepared as a shingle for roofing

and siding 2 : a dense ﬁne;jgrained metamorphic rock produced by

the compression of various sediments (as clay or shale) so as to develop

a characteristic cleavage 3 : a tablet of material (as slate) used for

wiiting on 4 a: a written or unwritted record (as of deeds) b: a

list of candidates for nomination or election 5 a: a dark purplish

gray b : any of various grays similar in color to common roofing

slates — slate adj — slateslike \-,1ik\ adj

slate vt slat-ed; slatiing (1530) 1 : to cover with slate or a slatelike

substance {(~ a roof) 2: to register, schedule, or designate for action

or appointment

islate vt slat-ed; slat-ing [prob. alter. of Islaf] (1825) 1 : to thrash or
ummel severelg 2 chiefly Brit : to criticize or censure severely

slate black n (1889) : a nearlf' neutral slightly purplish black

slate blue n (1796) : a variable color averaging a grayish blue

slateer \'slat-ar\ n (15c) 1: one that slates 2%15 ate; fr. its color] a

: WOOD LOUSE b : any of various marine isopods

islatheer \'slath-or\ n [origin unknown] (1876) : a great quantity —

often used in pl.

klather vt slatheered; slath.ersing \-(>-)rin\ (1881) 1 a : to spread

thickly or lavishly b:to spread something thickly or lavishly on 2

: to use or spend in a wasteful or lavish manner : SQUANDER

slatsing \'slat-ip\ n (1579) : the work of a slater

islat:tern \'slat-arn\ n [prob. fr. G schlottern to hang loosely, slouch;

akin to D slodderen to hang loosely, slodder slut] (ca. 1639) : an untidy

slovenly woman; also : SLUT, PROSTITUTE

Klattern adj (1716) : SLATTERNLY :

slatstern-ly \'slat-orn-18\ adj (1830) 1: untidy and dirty through habit-

ual neglect; also : CARELESS, DISORDERLY 2 : of, relating to, or charac-

teristic of a slut or prostitute — slat-tern-li-ness n

slaty also slat-ey \'slat-&\ adj (1529) : of, containing, or characteristic of

slate; also : gray like slate

Islaugheter \'slot-or\ n 5ME, of Scand origin; akin to ON sldtra to

slaughter; akin to OE sleaht slaughter, sléan to slay — more at SLAY]

(14c) 1 : the act of killing; specif : the butchering of livestock for

market 2: killing of great numbers of human beings (as in battle or a

massacre) : CARNAGE

islaughter vt (1535) 1: to kill (animals) for food : BUTCHER 2 a: to

kill in a bloody or violent manner : SLAY b : to kill in large numbers

: MASSACRE — slaugh-ter-er \-or-ar\ n

slaugh-ter-house \'slot-or-haus\ n (14c) : an establishment where ani-

mals are butchered

slaughster-ous \'slot-a-res\ adj (1582) : of or relating to slaughter

: MURDEROUS — slauﬁ}itemus-ly ady

Slav \'sldv, 'slav\ n E Sclav, fr. ML Sclavus, fr. LGk Sklabos, fr.
Sklabénoi Slavs, of Slav origin; akin to OSlav Slovéne, a Slavic people in
the area of Salonika]s( 14c) : a person who speaks a Slavic language as
his native tongue — Slav adj
islaye \'slav\ n [ME sclave, fr. OF or ML; OF esclave, fr. ML sclavus, fr.
Sclavus Slav; fr. the reduction to slavery of many Slavic peoples of
central Europe] (13c) 1: a person held in servitude as the chattel of
another : BONDMAN 2 : one that is completely subservient to a domi-
nating influence 3 : a device (as the typewriter unit of a computer)
that is directly responsive to another 4 : DRUDGE, TOILER — slave adj
slave vb slaved; slavsing vt (1602) 1 archaic : ENSLAVE 2 : to make
directly responsive to another mechanism ~ vi 1 : to work like a
slave : DRUDGE 2 : to traffic in slaves
slave driver n (1807) 1 : a supervisor of slaves at work 2 : a harsh
taskmaster
slaveshold-er \'slav-,hol-dor\ n (1776) : an owner of slaves — slave-hold-
ing \-dil;l} adjorn
slave-mak-ing ant \'slav-ma-kig-\ n (1817) : an ant that attacks the
colonies of ants of other species and carries off the larvae and pupae to
be reared in its own nest as slaves
islawver \'slav-or, 'slav-, 'sliv-\ vb sla.vered; sla.ver-ing \-(s-)rin\ [ME
slaveren, of Scand origin; akin to ON slafra to slaver; akin to NBD slab-
ben to slaver, L labi to slip — more at SLEEP] vi (14¢) : DROOL, SLOBBER
~ vt, archaic : to smear with or as if with saliva
slaver n (14c) : saliva dribbling from the mouth
islaveer \'sla-var\ n [1slqvel (18‘ 7)1 a: _a person engaged in the slave

slaveery \'slav-(s-)ré\ n (1551) 1: DRUDGERY,TOIL 2: submission to a
dominating influence 3 a: the state of a person who is a chattel of
another b: the gractice of slaveholdirﬁg

slave state n (1809) 1: a state of the U.S. in which Negro slavery was
legal until the Civil War 2: a nation subjected to totalitarian rule
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slave trade n (1734) : traffic in slaves; esp : the buying and selling of
Negroes for profit prior to the American Civil War
slaveey \'sla-vé\ n, pl slaveys (ca. 1812) : DRUDGE; esp : a household
servant who does general housework
1Slavsic \'slav-ik, 'sldv-\ adj (1813) : of, relating to, or characteristic of
the Slavs or their languages
2Slavic n (1866) : a branch of the Indo-European lan(g:uage family con-
taining Belorussian, Bulgarian, Czech, Polish, Serbo-Croatian, Slovene,
Russian, and Ukrainian — see INDO-EUROPEAN LANGUAGES table
Slavi.cist \'slav-a-sast, "sldv-\ n (1943) : a specialist in the Slavic lan-
uages or literatures
slay.ish \'sla-vish\ adj (1565) 1 a: of or characteristic of a slave; esp
: basely or abjectly servile b archaic : DESPICABLE, LOW 2 archaic
: OPPRESSIVE, TYRANNICAL 3 : copying obsequiously or without ori%;-
nality : IMITATIVE Syn see SUBSERVIENT — slaveish:ly adv — slav-ish-
ness n
Slaveist \'slav-ast, 'slav-\ n (1863) : SLAVICIST
slav.oc-rascy \sla-'vik-ra-sé\ n (1840) : a faction of slaveholders and
advocates of slavery in the South before the Civil War
1Sla-vo.nisan \sla-'vd-né-an\ n [Slavonia, region of southeast Europe, fr.
ML Slcéavonia, Slavonia land of the Slavs, fr. Sclavus Slav] (1601) : sLo-
VENE
2Slavonian adj (1605) 1: SLOVENE 2 archaic : SLAVIC
1Sla-von-ic \sla-'vin-ik\ adj [NL slavonicus, fr. ML Sclavonia, Slavonia]
(1645) : sLAVIC
2Slavonic n (1668) 1: SLAVIC 2: OLD CHURCHSLAVONIC
Slaveo-phile \'slav-s-fil, 'sliv-\ or Slav.o.phil \-fil\ n (1877) : an ad-
mirer of the Slavs : an advocate of Slavophilism
Slav-oph-iclism \sla-'véf-o- liz-om, slav-a-,fi- liz-\ n (1877) : adyocacy of
Slavic and specif. Russian culture over western European culture esp.
as practiced among some members of the Russian intelligentsia in the
middle 19th century
slaw \‘slé\ n (1861) : COLESLAW
slay \'sla\ vb slew \'slii\; slain \'slan\; slay-ing EME slen, fr. OE slean to
strike, slay; akin to OHG slahan to strike, MlIr slacain 1 beat} vt (bef.
12¢) 1: to kill violently, wantonly, or in great numbers 2 slang: to
affeclt overpoweringly : OVERWHELM A vi : KILL, MURDER S§yn see KILL
— slay-er n
Isleave \'slév\sn, archaic (1605) : SKEIN (sleep that knits up the raveled
~ of care —Shak.)
2sleaye vt [(assumed) ME sleven, fr. OF -slZfan to cut — more at SLIVER]
obs (1628) : to segarate (silk thread) into filaments
sleave silk n, obs (1588) : floss silk that is easily separated into filaments
for embroider?l
sleaze \'sléz also 'slaz\ n [back-formation fr. sleazy] (1954) : a sleazy
quality or appearance
slea-zy \'slé-zé also 'sla-\ adj slea.zi-er; -est [origin unknown] (ca. 1670)
1 a: lacking firmness of fexture: FLIMSY b: carelessly made of infe-
rior materials : SHODDY 2 : marked by cheapness of character or qual-
ity : TAWDRY — sleaszicly \-zo-1€\ adv — slea.zi-ness \-zé-nas\ n
isled \'sled\ n [ME sledde, fr. MD; akin to OE slidan to slide] (14c) 1
: a vehicle on runners for transportation es? on snow or ice; esp : a
small steerable one used esp. by children for coasting down snow=
covered hills 2: ROCKET SLED
2sled vb sled-ded; sled-ding vt (1706) : SLEDGE ~ vi: to ride on a sled or
sleigh — sled.der n
sled.ding n (1682) 1 a: the use of a sled b : the conditions under
which one may useasled 2: GOING 4
sled dog n (1692) : a dog trained to draw a sledge esp. in the Arctic
regions — called also sledge do%
1sledge \'slej\ n [ME slegge, fr. OE slecg; akin to ON sleggja sledgeham-
mer, OE sléan to strike — more at SLAY] (bef. 12¢) : SLEDGEHAMMER
2sledge vb sledged; sledg-ing (1654) : SLEDGEHAMMER
3sledge n [D dial. sleedse; akin to MD sledde sled] (1617) 1 Brit
: SLEIGH 2 : a vehicle with low runners that is used for transporting
loads esp. over snow or ice
4sledge v sledﬁed; sledgeing vi (1853) 1 Brit: toridein asleigh 2: to
trayel with a s edge A~/ yt: to transport on a sledge
isledge-ham-mer \'slej-ham-ar\ n [!sledge] (15c) : a large heavy hammer
that is wielded with both hands; also : something that resembles a
sledgehammer in action
2sledgehammer vt (1834) : to strike with or as if with a sledgehammer
~ yi: to strike blows with or as if with a sledgehammer
3sledgehammer adj (1844) : marked by heavy-handed directness or the
unsubtle use of force (trusting in ~ warfare —C.J. Rolo)
isleek \'slek\ vb [ME sleken, alter. of sliken] vt (15c) 1: SLICK 2: to
cover u‘;i): gloss over A~ yi: SLICK
2sleek adj [alter. of 2slick] (1589) 1 a: smooth and glossy as if pol-
ished {(~ dark hair) b : having a smooth well-groomed look {~ cattle
grazing) c: healthg;lookinlg 2: sLICK 3 3 a: havinga prosperous
air : THRIVING b : having slender graceful lines : ELEGANT, STYLISH —
sleek.ly adv — sleek-ness n
syn SLEEK, SLICK, GLOSSY, SILKEN mean having a smooth bright surface
or appearance. SLEEK suggests a smoothness or brightness resultin
from attentive grooming or physical conditioning <a sleek racehorse;
SLICK suggests extreme smoothness that results in a slippery surface
(slipped and fell on the slick floor) GLOSSY suggests a surface that is
smooth and hiﬁhly polished {photographs having a glossy finish)
SILKEN implies the smoothness and luster as well as the softness of silk
(silken hair)
sleek-en \'slé-kon\ vt sleek-ened; sleek-en-ing \'slek-(s-)nig\ (1621) : to
make sleek
sleek-it \'slé-ka? agj [Sc, fr. pp. of lsleek] (1513) 1 chiefly Scot : SLEEK,
c

SMOOTH 2 chiefly Scot ¢ CRAFTY, DECEITFUL

Isleep \'sle } n [ME slepe, fr. OE sl®Ep; akin to OHG slaf sleep, L labi to
slip, slidei7 bef. 12) : the natural periodic suspension of conscious-
ness during which the powers of the body are restored 2 : a state

\o\ abut \*\ kitten, F table \or\further \a\ ash \a\ace \d\cot, cart
\au\ out \ch\ chin \e\bet \&\ easy \g\go \i\hit \i\ice \j\job
\n\ sing \0\ go \0\ law \0i\ boy \th\thin \th\ the \ii\loot \u\ foot
\y\ yet \zh\ vision \&, k, ", ce, &, we, T, *\ see Guide to Pronunciation
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