Where the Devil isHdl?

When was it created, and by whom?

Note: All Biblical references are from the King James Version, unless otherwise noted.

It iswritten;
“In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.” Genesis 1:1

Thereisno mentioninthisverse of God creating aplace called hell, as such termiscommonly understood.
In verses 2-30 of the first chapter of Genesis we have a description of the things God created, and the
record continues:

“ And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very good. And
the evening and the morning were the sixth day. Thus the heavens and the earth
wer efinished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh day God ended hiswork
which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he
had made.” Genesis 1:31- 2:2.

As we see by the preceding verses, there is no mention in the Book of Beginnings (Genesis) of God
creating aplacecalled hell —and, it “wasvery good.” Sin did not entered theworld until after the time that
“God ended his work which he had made,” so there would have been no need for any place called hell
before that time. Had Adam and Eve not sinned they would have lived eternally, for they had accessto the
tree of life. Even after the record of Adam and Eve having falleninto sin, thereis still no scriptural record
of God creating a place called hell, as that term is commonly understood.

Asthereis no record in the Bible of God having created a place called hell as that term is traditionally
understood, then who did create it. The devil? There is no scriptural record of any such thing happening.
Thereisno Biblical statement even inferring the beginning of aliteral place of burning called hell. Though
the Bible does testify of the time when fire will come down from heaven to destroy the wicked, and
identifiesacertain place of destruction as“thelake of fire,” thereisno statement identifying either ashell.
Thereisnothing in the Bible which would suggest that the devil isin charge of either thefire from heaven
or the lake of fire. To the contrary, it appears that God is actually in charge of thefire:

“ And when the thousand years are expired, Satan shall beloosed out of hisprison,
and shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth,
Gog and Magog, to gather then together to battle: the number of whomis asthe
sands of the sea. And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the
camp of the saints about, and the bel oved city: and fire came down from God out of
heaven, and devoured them. And the devil that deceived themwas cast into the lake
of fire and brimstone...and death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. Thisisthe
second death” Revelation 20:7-10,14.

According to the foregoing text, the devil himself was not subjected to fire from heaven while he was
locked up in “his prison.” Therefore, Satan's “prison” is something different from the traditional
understanding of hell asaliteral place wherethe devil dwells. Thetext also declaresthat “hell” itself will
be subjected to the consuming fire that comes down from God out of heaven. The remaining verses of
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Revelation 20 describe the judgment scene after which all of the wicked who had previously been
resurrected will themselves be cast into the lake of fire. This also shows that the wicked had not been
subjected to the fire from heaven prior to that time.

The questionsto those who believethat thereis currently aliteral place known ashell, and that people are
currently being tormented by flames of fire which are under the devil’ s control, and that the unrepentant
wicked will consciously inhabit said placefor all eternity, is, “What effect will the*“lake of fire” have upon
hell?’

There is no statement in the Bible which indicates that the devil currently lives in hell. Nor is there a
statement to the effect that the devil has ever even beenin hell. Asto where Satan has been spending his
time before his eventual imprisonment, we have his own testimony:

“ Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themsel ves beforethe
Lord, Satan also came among them. And the Lord said to Satan, ‘ From where do
you come?’ Then Satan answered the Lord and said, ' From roaming about on the
earth and walking around onit.”” Job 1:6 & 7. New American Standard Bible.

The reason that many of those who profess to have faith in God, and accept the Holy Scriptures as their
guide believe that there is aliteral place called hell, is because they believe that the dead are not really
dead, but are conscious of their situation. The reason for thisis that they do not take the Scriptures as a
whole, but rather basetheir presumptions on afew textstaken out of their context, and fail to seethewhole
picture.

The remedy for dispelling the confusion lies in a correct understanding of the nature of man. It comes
down to these questions, “Isman animmortal being?’ Or, stated differently, “ Doesman have animmortal
soul?” “Does man have asoul which isaseparate entity from hisbody, orisman asoul 7’ “What exactly is
asoul?’ Itiswritten,

“ And the LORD God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul.” Genesis 2.7

Itisclearly stated in this verse that aliving soul is acombination of the “dust of the ground” which God
used to form man'sbody, and “the breath of life” — the spirit which comesfrom God. Thus man “became
aliving soul ”

The same Hebrew word, nephesh, translated "soul™ with reference to man, istranslated "creature” when
referring to the animals which also have the breath of life. This unfounded distinction arises not from
observable nature (for all animals are seen to express human characteristics), but rather from fantasy. It
comesfrom the basel ess notion that we are eternal spiritual beingswho are only temporarily occupying our
fleshly bodies.

It is written that man became a living soul, a living nephesh. Thisimplies that there is such athing asa
dead soul, adead nephesh. And soitis. In Numbers 19:11 wefind thewords" ... the dead body of any man
..." Reading in the Hebrew words we have, "the dead nephesh of any adam" —" the dead soul of any man."
Thus a soul may be living or dead, and is not an immortal entity. It's interesting that the trandators
substituted the word body for soul, thusimplying, incorrectly, that it isonly the body that actually dies, and
not the whole being, the living nephesh. "The soul that sinneth, it shall die." Ezekiel 18:20.
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Carefully note that nothing is said about an eternal soul entering into the lifeless dust. In the English
Bibles, thewords*“breath” and “ Spirit” are both translated from the same Hebrew word ruah. The*breath
of life’ has been defined as “the spirit of God”, asit iswritten,

“ All the while my breath isin me, and_the spirit of God isin my nostrils, My lips
shall not speak wickedness, nor my tongue utter deceit” Job 27:3, 4.

A good picture of man's nature may be seen in the modern light bulb. The light which is produced by the
combination of the bulb and the electricity is a representation of what a soul is. Asit takes a bulb and
electricity to make the light, so it takes a body formed of dust and the spirit of God within it to make a
soul. Isthe light in light bulb eternal? If the bulb breaks, the light goes out. If the electricity ceases to
activate the bulb, the light goes out. Such is the state of man when he dies, asit iswritten,

“The soul that sinneth, it shall die.” Ezekiel 18:20

Sinisdefined as“transgression of thelaw.” (1 John 3:4) There are physical lawsand spiritual laws. If one
violates the laws of the physical, his body can be broken and he dies. The same is true with the spiritual
laws. The spirit that dwells in a man can leave the body, resulting in death. A soul which is subject to
dying is not immortal, for it is written that God

“ ... only hath immortality, dwelling in the light which no man can approach
unto; whom no man hath seen, nor can see: to whom be honour and power

everlasting. Amen.” 1 Timothy 6:16.

What, then, does it mean to die? It is written,

“Then shall the dust return to the earth asit was. and the spirit shall return unto
God who gaveit.” Ecclesiastes 12:7

“Whilel livewill | praisethe LORD: | will sing praises unto my God while | have
any being. Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of man, in whomthereisno
help. Hisbreath goeth forth, hereturneth to hisearth; inthat very day histhoughts
perish.” Psalms 146: 2-4

“Thou hidest thy face, they are troubled: thou takest away their breath, they die,
and return to their dust.” Psalms 104:29.

Thisis death.

“ Thou sendest forth thy Spirit, they are created: and thou renewest the face of the
earth.” Psalm 104:30.

Thisisthe resurrection.

Simply then, death isthe separation of the breath (spirit) from the body. The spirit returns back to God who
gave it, and the dust from which we are formed goes back to dust. The soul which a man became by the
combination of the dust and the spirit ceasesto exist, just asthelight of alight bulb goes out and ceasesto
exist. The soul which had come in to existence as a result of the combination of the dust and the spirit
doesn’t go anywhere when it dies, any more than the light of the bulb goes anywhere when it goes out.
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All God hasto do to resurrect aman isto create abody which islike the one which made up the original
soul, and impart to it the breath of life, the spirit, and the same man (soul) lives again. In the resurrection
of thejust, their bodies will not contain any of the imperfections which they bore during their life on the
sin-cursed earth. Asasixty watt clear light bulb produces acertain type alight, and 100 watt frosted bulb
produces another, so our individuality will be evident through our differing bodies. Asthe sameelectricity
creates numeroustypes of lightsfrom the differing typesof bulbsit supplies, soit iswith the Spirit of God.

Death, then, is like a deep unconscious sleep as the apostle Paul has stated:

“But | would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God
bring with him. For this| say by theword of the Lord, that we which are alive and
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent [go before] themwhich are
asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend fromheaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise
first.” 1 Thessalonians 4:13-16. [ brackets added]

Asonewho isin adeep sleep is unaware of what is happening around him, and even to him, soitisin
death, asit iswritten:

“ .. .inthat very day his thoughts perish.” Psalms 146: 2-4

“Thisis an evil among all things that are done under the sun, that there is one
event unto all: yea, also the heart of the sons of men isfull of evil, and madnessis
intheir heart while they live, and after that they go to the dead. For to himthat is
joinedto all theliving thereishope: for aliving dog is better than a dead lion. For
the living know that they shall die: but the dead know not any thing, neither have
they any more a reward; for the memory of themis forgotten. Also their love, and
their hatred, and their envy, isnow perished; neither have they any morea portion
for ever in any thing that isdone under the sun. . . . Whatsoever thy hand findeth to
do, do it with thy might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom, in the grave, whither thou goest.” Ecclesiastes 9: 3-6, 10

“ But man dieth, and wasteth away: yea, man giveth up the ghost, and whereis he?
Asthe watersfail fromthe sea, and the flood decayeth and drieth up: So man lieth
down, and riseth not: till the heavens be no more, they shall not awake, nor be
raised out of their sleep. O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave, that thou
wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be past, that thou wouldest appoint me a
set time, and remember me! If a man die, shall he live again? all the days of my
appointed timewill | wait, till my change come. Thou shalt call, and | will answer
thee: thou wilt have a desire to the work of thine hands... His sons come to honour,
and he knoweth it not; and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it not of them.”

Job 14: 10-15, 21.

The Greek word that been translated hell is*Hades,” and is understood to mean the place of the “unseen”
or “unknown.” Theideathat Hadesisa"hot” placeisunfounded. Thereisnothing in the composition of
the word which indicates that it refers to a place where afire is burning.
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Thisisin perfect harmony with the previously quoted texts which state that man’s*thoughts perish” at the
time of hisdeath, and “the dead know not any thing,” and “there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave.” The Hebrew word Sheol, which is also trandated hell has the same basic
meaning —that is, being below, or beneath perception. That iswhy Job asked of the dead “whereis he?’
The word hell has a figurative, spiritual meaning, and is not the same as the word which is translated
grave, which refersto alitera place.

So, now that we have a correct understanding of the nature of man, let us go back to the question of hell. If
man's*“thoughts perish” at thetime of hisdeath, and “the dead know not any thing”, and “thereisno work,
nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, inthe grave,” then he would not be conscious of being in aplace
called hell, any more than he would be conscious of being in heaven while he wasin the state the apostle
Paul calls“deep.” It isthe Spirit of God which iswithin a man that goes back to heaven when one dies,
not the man himself. It is the Spirit of God within a body which enables one to think and experience
sensations. Absent the Spirit of God, man is simply dust.

When speaking of the “one event unto all,” that is, when “the spirit shall return unto God who gaveit,”
there is no distinction made between the spirit in awicked person or a righteous one. The event is unto
“al.” Thelogical conclusioninferred by the presumption that awicked person’ ssoul (or spirit) goesto hell
when he diesisthat hell may actually bein heaven, for that iswhere God is, and that iswhere the spirit of
man goes when he dies. Either that, or God, Himself, isin hell receiving the spirits of the wicked when
they die. Both ideas are absurd, yet they are where the path of that fal se presumption leads.

One of the reasons that most Christians believe that the dead are consciousin death is because they take
oneof Jesus parablesand apply toit aliteral construction, rather than leaving it asafictitiousstory witha
moral lesson. It isthe story which he told of the Rich Man and Lazarus, as follows,

“ There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in purple and fine linen, and
fared sumptuously every day: And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores, And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell fromtherich man'stable: moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.
And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom: therich man also died, and wasburied; Andinhell helift up his
eyes, being in torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarusin hisbosom. And
he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he
may dip the tip of hisfinger in water, and cool my tongue; for | am tormented in
thisflame. But Abrahamsaid, Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime recelvedst thy
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things. but now he is comforted, and thou
art tormented. And beside all this, between usand you thereisa great gulf fixed: so
that they which would pass from hence to you cannot; neither can they passto us,
that would come fromthence. Then hesaid, | pray thee therefore, father, that thou
wouldest send him to my father's house: For | have five brethren; that he may
testify unto them, lest they al so comeinto this place of torment. Abrahamsaith unto
him, They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. And he said, Nay,
father Abraham: but if one went unto them fromthe dead, they will repent. And he
said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be
persuaded, though one rose fromthe dead.” Luke 16:19-31

Was Jesus contradicting the scriptural teachingsthat the thoughts of aman perish with hisdeath, and that
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in that condition they know or perceive nothing? No! He was using a parable to teach a lesson on
responding to truth when it is readily available, and to convictions as they come to a person when heis
alive. He was not giving a dissertation on the state of the dead, as some try to make it appear.

Thosewho havetheideathat thereisaplace called hell wherethe devil spendsalot of timetormenting the
wicked dead with fire do not think the matter through toitslogical conclusion. That is, why isn’t the devil
effected by the same flames? There is not aword in the Scriptures about the devil complaining about the
fire which some think that he endures in hell, or of him being immune to the effects of the flames.

To get atrue picture of thefirewhich will destroy al of the wicked, including the devil himself, and when
this will happen, we must look at other Scriptures. That the wicked are not punished immediately upon
their death, it iswritten,

“ The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of temptations, and to reservethe
unjust unto the day of judgment to be punished.” 2 Peter 2:9

“ Asthereforethetaresaregathered and burnedin thefire; so shall it beintheend
of thisworld.” Matthew 13:40

Itisat the“end” whenthosewho arereserved for punishment will receivetheir due. They are not currently
burning in literal fire. And that both hell and the wicked will be utterly consumed, it is written,

“For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently
consider hisplace, and it shall not be. But the wicked shall perish, and the enemies
of the LORD shall be asthefat of lambs: they shall consume; into smoke shall they
consume away.” Psalms37: 10 & 20

“. .. they shall be asthough they had not been.” Obadiah 16
Of the fate of all of the wicked after their resurrection after the millennium. it is written,

“ And | saw an angel come down from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit
and a great chain in his hand. And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which isthe Devil, and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, And cast himinto
the bottomless pit, and shut himup, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive
the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he
must be loosed a little season. And | saw thrones, and they sat upon them, and
judgment was given unto them: and | saw the souls of them that wer e beheaded for
the witness of Jesus, and for the word of God, and which had not wor shipped the
beast, neither hisimage, neither had received hismark upon their foreheads, or in
their hands; and they lived and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But the rest
of the dead lived not again until the thousand yearswerefinished. Thisisthefirst
resurrection. Blessed and holy ishethat hath part in thefirst resurrection: on such
the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of God and of Christ, and
shall reign with him a thousand years. And when the thousand years are expired,
Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, And shall go out to deceive the nations
which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them
together to battle: the number of whomis asthe sand of the sea. And they went up
on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the
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beloved city: and fire came down from God out of heaven, and devoured them. And
the devil that deceived themwas cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, wherethe
beast and the fal se prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night for ever and
ever.” Revelation 20:9.

The words “for ever and ever” mean for the age, and do not necessarily mean eternity. Thisverseisin
perfect harmony with another scripture regarding the fate of the wicked, asit iswritten,

“For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea,
and all that do wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them
up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. And
ye shall tread down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the soles of your feet
in the day that | shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts.” Malachi 4:1, 3.

The day of burning had not yet come in Malachi s day, as he placed it future from histime. In thisverse
the devil isthe “root”, and his followers are the “ branch.” Both will cease to exist forever.

“ And they shall go forth, and look upon the carcasses of the men that have
transgressed against me: for their worm shall not die, neither shall their fire be
guenched; and they shall be an abhorring unto all flesh.” Isaiah 66:24

The wicked shall ceaseto exist, for the “worm” that turns their bodies back to dust does not die, and the
“fire” which burns them to ashes is unquenchable.

“ Even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities about themin like manner, giving
themselves over to fornication, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.” Jude 7

Though it is called “eternal fire,” it does not mean that the wicked will survive it effects throughout
eternity. "Eternal fire" thoroughly destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah so that there is nothing left of those
placesto burn today. That the devil suffersthe same fate asthough whom he hasled into sin, it iswritten,

“ ... thou shalt take up this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say, How
hath the oppressor ceased! the golden city ceased! The LORD hath broken the staff
of the wicked, and the sceptre of the rulers. He who smote the peoplein wrath with
a continual stroke, he that ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted, and none
hindereth. The whole earth is at rest, and is quiet: they break forth into singing.
Yea, thefir treesrejoice at thee, and the cedars of Lebanon, saying, Snce thou art
laid down no feller is come up against us. Hell from beneath is moved for thee to
meet thee at thy coming: it stirreth up the dead for thee, even all the chief ones of
the earth; it hath raised up fromtheir thrones all the kings of the nations. All they
shall speak and say unto thee, Art thou also become weak aswe? art thou become
like unto us? Thy pomp is brought down to the grave, and the noise of thy viols: the
worm is spread under thee, and the worms cover thee. How art thou fallen from
heaven.. O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut down to the ground, which
didst weaken the nations! For thou hast said in thine heart, | will ascend into
heaven, | will exalt my throne above the stars of God: | will sit also upon the mount
of the congregation, in the sides of the north: | will ascend above the heights of the
clouds; I will be like the most High. Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the
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sides of the pit. They that see thee shall narrowly look upon thee, and consider thee,
saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingdons,
That made the world as a wilderness, and destroyed the cities ther eof; that opened
not the house of his prisoners? All the kings of the nations, even all of them, liein
glory, every one in his own house. But thou art cast out of thy grave like an
abominable branch, and asthe raiment of those that are slain, thrust through with
a sword, that go down to the stones of the pit; as a carcass trodden under feet.
Thou shalt not be joined with themin burial, because thou hast destroyed thy land,
and dain thy people: the seed of evildoers shall never be renowned. Prepare
slaughter for hischildrenfor theiniquity of their fathers; that they do not rise, nor
possess the land, nor fill the face of the world with cities.” Isaiah 14:4-21.

“Thou hast been in Eden the garden of God; every precious stone was thy
covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper,
the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: the workmanship of thy
tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou wast created.
Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and | have set thee so: thou wast upon
the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the stones
of fire. Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till
iniquity was found in thee. By the multitude of thy merchandise they havefilled the
midst of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore | will cast thee as
profane out of the mountain of God: and_| will destroy thee, O covering cherub,
fromthe midst of the stones of fire. Thine heart waslifted up because of thy beauty,
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: | will cast theeto the
ground, | will lay thee before kings, that they may behold thee. Thou hast defiled
thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick;
thereforewill | bring forth a fire fromthe midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and |
will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all themthat behold thee. All
they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a
terror, and never shalt thou be any more.” Ezekiel 28: 13-19.

“...when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angel, in
flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, andthat obey not
the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power...” 1
Thessalonians 1:7-9.

God must visit the wicked with everlasting punishment (separation from life), not everlasting punishing
(eternal torture). Laws have been broken. God’ s character has been maligned. Forgiveness has been made
available. Forgiveness has been rejected. Every personismaking hisor her own decisions. For those who
choose darknessinstead of light, that iswhat they’ I get. The wicked will be so set in their waysthat they
would find it miserable to be in the company of God or hissaints. They will desire to be anywhere where
the light of God’ s pure love doesn’t shine on them — even eternal darkness — non-existence.

Many who have been convicted of murder choseto waivetheir rightsto appealstheir trials, and announce
that they wish to be put to death as soon as possible. They have no sweet peace, love, or joy intheir minds
and hearts, and really don't like their lives. It would be torture for them to remain alive eternally in an
unescapabl e prison. So it will be that the wicked desire to be no more. Inthe end, God, in hismercy, will
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be giving the wicked that which they desire — eternal separation from His presence. They will have no
desire to sing the songs of God' s presence, as do the righteous:

“ Thou wilt show me the path of life: in thy presenceisfullness of joy; at thy right
hand there are pleasures for evermore.” Psalms 16:11.

“Createin me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. Cast me
not away fromthy presence; and take not thy holy spirit fromme.” Psalm51: 10-
11.

God is not punishing to wicked dead with fire at thistime, but he will resurrect them at the right time and
give them their just reward for their part in the rebellion. Wisdom says:

“ All they who hate me, love death” Proverbs 8:36.
God will give them what they love, silence for ever.

So, wherethe devil ishell? Nowhere. Just ask anyone who's been there. It isthe devil who has created the
lie that there now exists a literal place called hell wherein the wicked are being tortured by a harsh and
vengeful god. He has done thisto distort God'simage. Hewishesto portray God asbeing ascruel asheis.

“He that loveth not knoweth not God; for God islove.” 1 John 4:8.

* * %
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