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MYSTERY OF “THE 2,200"

Dropping of 2,200 U. 5. work-
ers as "‘security risks" is stirring
up o big fuss in Washington—as
much politics as anything.

Rumors are out that spies are
everywhere. Democrats say their
party is being smeared. The
2,200 are o hot issve,

Actually, very few are fired
as loyalty risks. A "security’’ case
can invelve anything from a
blabbermauth to a traitor.

A Hgure of 2,200, dropped casually
by President Eisenhower, is being
built into a mystery of national im-
portance, involving political fortunes
in the November elections—and other
ihi.ngm

Mr. Eisenhower let out the mforma-
tion that 2,200 persons had been scpa-
rated from the Governrment pay roll as
security risks during his firsl vear i of-
fice.

There was an immediate uproar. Ques-
tions leaped up on every side. Were all
of these 2,200 spies? Did Mr, Eisen-
hower mean o sy that there were 2,200
disloval Government workers® Was the
President tryving to tell the country that
there were 2,200 Communists on the pay
roll when the Democrats left office?

Demands were mode [or o break-
down of the 2200 figure. Charges amd
protests, denunciations and denials swept
the country.

Actually, the struggle is one involving
the November congressional elections. It
reaches oul for the votes of the 2.5 mil-
fion Governmenl workers and their fum-
ilies. distributed across the poontrv. IF
the Democrats can “aerge as the fnends
of the Covernment worker, with the
Republivan: as bie persecutors, the issue
might be decisive, Thers eoubd, comcery -
ahly, be enench votes to born an elerbon.
And. again. it might prove a dud.

Democrats, scanning the homzon for
s, believe this one s worth trving
on For sive Rome poliicians figure thal
o b Government worker oneht 1 be
able to swing as many as four vobes. 1E
these political stratemists can put owver
the idea thal Government workers are
being branded  as disloyal, the  isspe

Why They Lost Their Government Jobs

President Eisenhower Defines
A “'Security Risk™ As:

A persen unrelioble or untrustworthy because
of behavior, misrepresentations, persanal habits,
mental health or outside pressure.

One who commits sabatage, espionuge,
treason or seditian.

Anyone who associates with spies, foreign agents
or Communists.

A person who advocotes overthrow of the
Government by force or unconstitutianal means.

Ine who belongs te Communist, fascist or
subversive arganizations.

A perzon who gives to another any security
infarmation in vielalion of regulations.

One who serves the interest of a foreign
government.

One wha declines to testify before o congressional
caommittee, cloiming protection of the Fifth
Amendment.




